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the evidence; and no sooner had he read the Award than
he wrote Barnardo congratulating him on having passed
through such an experience unscathed, and suggesting that,
if Barnardo desired to appoint a Committee, he would
be happy to serve as Honorary President or in any other
capacity.
This letter, among hundreds congratulating him upon
his defence and proffering personal assistance, Barnardo
greatly prized; and its arrival was opportune. No sooner had
the Doctor read the Arbitrators' recommendation than he
decided to appoint a Committee; already, moreover, he was
busy figuring out who should be included in its personnel,
when Lord Cairns Js offer came to hand; and who could be
more appropriate as President than the First Law Lord of
the Realm?
Lord Cairns and Barnardo, too, were well qualified to
work together. Both were Irishmen born. Both were
supremely interested in the social implications of the Gospel;
both were sworn enemies of drunkenness, slumdom and
vice; both believed that they could best serve their fellows
by working continually for the principles of the Kingdom
of Christ. Both, too, were true friends of the Poor, who
refused to temporize with conditions of poverty, debauchery
and sin; yet both believed that the ultimate cure for the
most nauseating of social ills must start with the child.1
With Earl Cairns, therefore, as President, a Committee
of sixteen was soon appointed; and on November i5th,
1877, exactly a month after the publication of the Award,
its personnel was announced. Among its members were two -
clergymen of the Church of England; three Nonconformist
Ministers; nationally respected philanthropists, such as Lord
Kinnaird and the Hon. T. H. W. Pelham; together with
Members of Parliament, Y.M.C.A. officials, medical men and
such noble representatives of the business world as Samuel
* The fervour of Earl Cairns's faith is illustrated by the fact that, even as
Lord Chancellor, he found time to teach a public Bible Glass,